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DECLARING THE
“CONVOCATION OPEN”

Dr H S Ballal, Pro Chancellor, MAHE 
declares the convocation open
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WELCOME
ADDRESS

Good afternoon to everyone. Distinguished 
Chief Guest, Raj Kamal Vempati, Group 
Executive and Head of Human Resources 
Access Bank, Respected Pro-Chancellor, Dr. 
H.S. Balal, Respected Vice-Chancellor, Lt. Gen.
Dr. M.D. Venkatesh, Respected PVCs, Registrar 
and University Officials and Special Invitees, 
Respected Mr. Ambarish Sinha, CEO, UNext 
Learning, Respected Parents and Guardians of 
the Graduating Students, Head of Institutions of 
Manipal University, Members of the Media and 
Graduating Students. 

Prof. (Dr) Madhu Veeraraghavan, Pro Vice 
Chancellor, MAHE B’LRU

I take great pleasure in welcoming you all to 
the 33rd Graduation Ceremony of the Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education at the Bengaluru 
Campus. It is a pleasure to be the first person 
from the dais to be congratulating the newly 
mentored graduates. So congratulations, 
batch. I also welcome all of you to the 250,000 
plus strong MAHE alumni network that awaits 
you with open arms. You’d be expecting me 
to say that this day is about you and what 
you’ve achieved through your hard work, 
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determination, and of course, moments of 
creative inspiration.

You’d also be expecting me to say that you’ve 
rightfully earned the opportunity to celebrate 
this magnificent milestone. You’d also expect me 
to speak on what your future has for you or how 
you should deal with it. Of course, when you 
leave this ceremony, you should be definitely 
proud of what you’ve achieved and confident 
about what you’re about to do further with this 
achievement. 

But today, your graduating students are not my 
audience. Today, you’re the channel through 
which I will reach my core audience and 
welcome them. Look around you and you will 
realize that for each one of you, there’s a couple 
that’s been the primary cause of you being here. 
The primary workers who put you through this 
glorious path and the primary investors in the 
entire term and tenure of your life’s schema. 
And on this side, there are parents who have 
really collaborated with your parents to bring 
you where you are today. Graduates, you are 
outnumbered today by my primary audience.

Brushing aside all rights that you have, may I 
ask you to stand up and welcome your parents 
and loved ones with a mighty applause. Could 
be louder. Wonderful. We have taught you quite 
well. As a parent myself, I believe I would do 
you good to tell you two or three things. You 
ask any parent and they will unhesitatingly say 
that their children are their only true wealth 
and investment. So I would like each of you 
to become the sole investment and wealth 
manager for your parents. You better show 
some high performance here. You cannot say 
you have not been trained enough or well. Don’t 
please call them only when you have a problem. 
Call them also when all is well with you. That 
way they know their investment is safe. Believe 
me, nothing will make your parents happier 
even if they are super achievers in their own 
right. Actually, that’s how they monitor their 
investment and their sole investment. 

A special welcome to our chief guest. Our 
chief guest for today’s ceremony is Rajkamal 
Vempati. At her workplace, she is known to 
be a successful change driver. But how do we 
drive the change vehicle if we do not have the 
intelligence to recognize it in life’s parking lot 
or the courage to take the driver’s seat? These 
are some questions she might address today. 
But that brings me to another question. Does 
change have a destination? I’m very keen for 
Rajkamal to disclose these. She’ll surely share 
her life lessons. Meaning, lessons from her life 
for your life. Something that also takes great 
courage. Courage always asks for sacrifice And 
at MAHE, Rajkamal will feed her courage well 

today. Indeed, by getting her to sacrifice her 
precious time for us. I welcome Rajkamal and 
want you to include all of us in benefiting from 
her views today. 

Can I now request our Pro-Chancellor, Dr. 
H.S. Balal to welcome our chief guest. Thank 
you, sir. To all the graduates, I want to close 
by saying something like this. Aim high. Be 
selfless. Fearless. Have independent thinking. 
Be inclusive. Contribute to nation building. Work 
towards strengthening the unity of a great 
nation. Never stop learning. Love your school, 
college, institute and never lose your soul. This 
is your day. A hearty welcome to each and every 
one of you. And many, many congratulations 
again. We are truly proud of you and many 
thanks for listening. 
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OVERVIEW 
OF MAHE

Lt Gen (Dr) M D Venkatesh, Vice Chancellor, 
presents an overview of MAHE

Chief Guest of the 33rd Convocation of 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education  Raj 
Kamal Vempati, Group Executive and Head 
of Human Resources, Axis Bank and Special 
Invitee, Respected Mr. Ambarish Sinha, CEO, 
UNext Learning, Pro-Chancellor Dr. H. S. Ballal, 
dignitaries on the dais, Pro Vice Chancellors, 
University Officials, Heads of Constituent Units 
of MAHE, faculty, Members of MAHE Trust, 
Board of Management, Academic Council, 
Planning and Monitoring Board, Finance 
Committee, administrators, staff, invitees, 
parents, and, most importantly, dear graduating 
students, I am deeply honoured to stand before 
you today.​

It is my privilege to present an overview of the 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE) 
during this significant occasion.
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The visionary behind the inception of 
Manipal, late Dr. TMA Pai, pioneered the 
concept of public-private partnerships in 
education in 1953. His belief in education as a 
transformative force led to the establishment 
of early professional educational institutions, 
making quality education accessible to all. Dr. 
Pai’s contributions have left an indelible mark 
on the educational landscape.​

Founder and Builder of Manipal

Dr. Ramdas M. Pai, son of Dr. TMA Pai and 
the Chancellor of MAHE, has guided MAHE’s 
transformation into an International University 
Town by establishing multiple campuses within 
and outside of India. His exceptional leadership 
has garnered prestigious accolades, including 
the Padma Bhushan from the Government 
of India and the Datuk Award from the 
Government of Malaysia.​

MAHE Leadership

Our vision is to achieve “Global leadership in 
human development, excellence in education 
and healthcare”. We aspire to figure among the 
top educational institutions worldwide in the 
domains of health sciences, engineering, and 
management.  We are certain that our core 
values of Team Work, Execution with Passion, 
Humane Touch, Quality, Transparency and 
Integrity will guide us in this direction.​

Vision, Mission and Values
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Timeline
The journey of MAHE that began in 1953, rooted 
in the principles and vision of Dr. TMA Pai, is a 
story of inspiration and transformation. What 
began with a medical college has evolved into 
a comprehensive, multidisciplinary university. 
Over the years, numerous academic units 
have been added across various disciplines. 
In 1993, MAHE gained the status of Deemed 
University under UGC regulations. In 2020, it 
was recognized as an Institution of Eminence 
by the Government of India, acknowledging its 
significant contributions to higher education.​

Over the past seven decades, MAHE has grown 
into one of India’s largest multidisciplinary 
universities. We offer a diverse range of 
graduate and postgraduate courses across 
key disciplines such as Medicine, Engineering, 
Pharmacy, Dentistry, Nursing, Hotel 
Administration, Allied Health, Management, 
Communication, Design, and Liberal Arts. With 
26 professional higher education institutions 
and 18 university teaching departments, we 
provide more than 370 programs across 36 
disciplines. Currently, MAHE has over 41,000 
students and 3,200+ highly qualified faculty 
members. Our international community 
includes approximately 3,500 students from 60 
countries, with partnerships established with 
over 250 global institutions. Our alumni network 
comprises around 2,45,000 individuals spread 
across globe.​

MAHE- A Snapshot

MAHE Campuses
MAHE comprises several campuses, including 
the main campus in Manipal, complemented 
by off-campus centers in Mangaluru, 
Bengaluru, and Jamshedpur, along with 
offshore campuses in Dubai and Melaka, 
Malaysia. The Bengaluru Campus is emerging 
as a world-class, multidisciplinary center of 
higher education. The Jamshedpur Campus, 
featuring a top-tier medical college, exemplifies 
a successful public-private collaboration with 
Tata Steel.​
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MAHE is organized into three faculties:​
The Faculty of Health Sciences, Faculty of 
Technology and Science and Faculty of 
Humanities, Management, Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences. This structure enables us to 
deliver over 370 multidisciplinary programs 
across various fields.​

MAHE is at the forefront of private universities 
in India, leading in surveys conducted 
by multiple agencies. It is named the top 
Deemed Multidisciplinary University in The 
Week 2024 and recognized as the India’s top 
Multidisciplinary University by Careers 360. 
Outlook ranks MAHE as India’s No. 1 Deemed 
to be University for 2024, and The Education 
World places it as the second-best Private 
Multidisciplinary University in the country.​

As an Institution of Eminence recognized by the 
Ministry of Higher Education, Government of 
India, MAHE consistently improves its standing 
in the National Institutional Ranking Framework 
(NIRF).In 2025, it ranked as India’s 3rd Best 
University, with three of our constituent colleges 
listed in the top 10 of their respective disciplines. 
Overall, MAHE ranks 14th for the general 
category, 19th for research contributions and in 
11-50 band for Innovation.Overall, MAHE ranks 
14th for the general category, 23rd for research 
contributions and in 11-50 band for Innovation.​

Faculties

MAHE- National Rankings
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MAHE’s steady rise in international rankings 
has established it as a notable name in higher 
education. QS ranks MAHE in the 851 - 900 
band for World University Rankings and 197 
in Asian University Rankings. Times Higher 
Education places MAHE in the 601-800 
band for World University Rankings and 201-
250 in Asian University Rankings for 2025. 
Additionally, MAHE appears in the Emerging 
Economies & Subject Rankings and Shanghai 
ranks MAHE in the 801-900 band for 2025.​

MAHE has envisaged its progress roadmap 
as an Institution of Eminence on Five Pillars: 
Excellence in Education, Exemplary Research 
and Innovation, Effective Engagement 
& Alumni Relations, Expanding Reach & 
Internationalization, and Enabling foundation  
& Sustainability Mission. Significant efforts have 
been made in each of these areas to ensure 
continuous growth and global recognition.​

MAHE places utmost importance on quality 
assurance and is committed to continuous 
quality enhancement. It is reflected in the 
various accreditations obtained from renowned 
accrediting bodies. MAHE has reaccredited 
by NAAC with the highest grade of A++ and 
CGPA score of 3.65 out of 4 for the five years till 
May 30, 2027.  Other accrediting bodies such 
as ISO, National Board of Accreditation (NBA), 
and Association for the Accreditation of Human 
Research Protection Programs, Association 
of MBAs, Indian Federation of Culinary 
Associations and others have also recognized 
our commitments to quality education. The 
latest addition to the list of accreditations is from 
Institute of Engineering and Technology (IET). ​

MAHE Ranking- Global

Accreditations and Certifications​

Five Pillars of MAHE as an IoE
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MAHE’s steady rise in international rankings 
has established it as a notable name in higher 
education. QS ranks MAHE in the 901-950 
band for World University Rankings and 210 
in Asian University Rankings. Times Higher 
Education places MAHE in the 601-800 band 
for World University Rankings and 201-250 in 
Asian University Rankings for 2024. Additionally, 
MAHE appears in the Emerging Economies & 
Subject Rankings and Shanghai ranks MAHE in 
the 901-1000 band for 2024.​

Excellence in Education​

In terms of research, Scholarly output of 
MAHE has increased multifold. Researchers of 
MAHE have published articles in high quality 
journals, out of which 23% of the articles are 
published in Top 10 percentile journals and 
63% of articles are published in open access 
journals. Field Weighted Citation impact of 
MAHE is 1.96, 32.8% of the articles published 
have international coauthors, which indicates 
that more than quarter of the published articles 
are an outcome of international collaborative 
projects. MAHE secured ₹44 crore in extramural 
funding and allocated ₹38 crore internally for 
research. A total number of 464 patents were 
filed and 460+ students have enrolled for PhD 
programs for the AY 2025-26 & a total number of 
3658 students are perusing their PhD at MAHE. ​

Exemplary Research and Innovation​

As a research-intensive university, MAHE 
allocates more than 12% of operational 
expenditure to research initiatives. We have 
established over 50,000 sq. Ft. of world-class 
research facilities, including CIF and BSL-3 labs, 
with an investment exceeding ₹105 crore.​

36 distinguished scientists from MAHE have 
made us proud by featuring in the list of World’s 
top 2 percentile Scientists this year. Happy 
to note that two researchers from MAHE 
Bengaluru Campus are also featured in this list.

New Research Facilities​
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MAHE cherishes the achievements of its alumni, 
actively nurturing connections within our base 
of approximately 245,000 individuals. We 
organized 57 alumni reunion events, hosted 
over 500 guest lectures, facilitated 40+ alumni-
initiated Academy-Industry Partnership events, 
and conducted more than 50 sessions for the 
Alumni Student Connect Series.​

Expanding Reach and Internationalization 
continues to be one of thrust areas of MAHE. 
The University has 254 active collaborations 
with international Universities that facilitate 
semester exchange and internships to promote 
mobility of students. Partnership agreements 
with 81 Top-500 ranked universities have 
been signed to promote internationalization at 
MAHE. It is heartening to observe that MAHE 
welcomed almost 3,500 students from diverse 
nationalities and hosted numerous delegations 
from global universities on its campus.​

Expanding Reach & Internationalization

Alumni Relation and Engagement

MAHE is recognized as the Greenest Suburban 
University Campus in India by UIGM ranking 
in the year 2023, affirming our commitment to 
sustainability. We manage resources holistically, 
with 71% of campus energy sourced from 
renewable sources. Additionally, 30% of the 
campus area is green cover, maintained using 
treated water. Further, the use of electric 
vehicles on campus helps reduce carbon 
emissions. We are making significant strides 
toward achieving a carbon-neutral campus.​

Sustainability Mission​
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MAHE serves as a leading healthcare provider 
through its teaching hospitals, offering 
various health schemes. The Manipal Arogya 
Suraksha insurance scheme has benefited 
over 673,672 beneficiaries with an annual 
coverage of ₹50,000. Moreover, our hospitals 
have supported over 25,800 underprivileged 
patients through free bed schemes and 
conducted more than 300 blood donation 
drives, as well as 2,600+ health checkup camps 
benefiting thousands from rural areas. MAHE 
has been committed to serving the interest 
of the communities around the University. 
Volunteer Services Organization (VSO) was 
created at MAHE in 2007 to channelize this idea 
in a more organized fashion. MAHE also has 
National Service Scheme (NSS) units across its 
campuses, organizing blood donation camps, 
as well as engaging in the preservation and 
planting of trees and contributing to a better 
and greener environment.​

Community Healthcare and Social  
Responsibilities​

Manipal Academy of Higher Education has 
been at the forefront in imparting quality 
education. For over five decades, we have 
been the preferred choice of aspiring students, 
dedicated faculty, and industry professionals. 
Our unwavering commitment to human 
development has strengthened our position 
as a premier institution, shaping the future 
of countless individuals. Now, I am proud to 
introduce you to MAHE Bengaluru, where 
innovation, excellence, and a passion for 
learning converge.​
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Our programs at MAHE Bengaluru are 
meticulously crafted to equip students for 
the challenges and opportunities of the 
future. Blending the wisdom of tradition with 
the innovation of the new age, we offer a 
diverse curriculum spanning Engineering and 
Technology, Law, Liberal Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Art, Design and Technology, 
Commerce, Business Management, Public 
Policy, Regenerative Medicine, Allied Health, 
Innovation, Leadership, and Entrepreneurship.​

Next Gen Programs : Synergy of Traditional 
and New Age Practices​

MAHE Bengaluru is a green sanctuary in the 
middle of the urban sprawl. The campus is a 
harmonious blend of nature and nurture, which 
houses five esteemed Professional Higher 
Education Institutions, three University Teaching 
Departments, and has a vibrant community of 
over 7,100 students on roll. With a rich tapestry 
of over 50 student clubs and communities, 
65 innovative programs, and the guidance of 
more than 400 dedicated faculty mentors, we 
foster a dynamic learning environment. Our 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, including well-
stocked libraries and international standard 
sports facilities, provides the ideal setting for 
intellectual growth and personal development. 
Our on-campus hostels can comfortably house 
up to 3,737 students at present.​

MAHE Bengaluru – a snapshot​
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MAHE Bengaluru - Academic Blocks​

Research is the lifeblood of MAHE, where innovation and discovery are nurtured at every level. As a leading university 
in research, we are propelled by a relentless pursuit of knowledge. With a remarkable record of 16 patents filed, 68% 
open-access publications, and 17% top-percentile publications, we have established ourselves as a global research 
hub. Our commitment to academic excellence is evident in our annual production of over 388 research publications, 
of which 32% are aligned with sustainable development goals. With institutional funding of 5 crores in research, we 
have cultivated a thriving research community with over 100 PhD students and a Field-Weighted Citation Impact of 1.16. 
Our international collaborations, as evidenced by 34% of co-authored articles, further solidify our position as a rapidly 
growing research institution. The focus of our research often converges on SDG goals 4, 16, and 17, emphasizing quality 
education, peace, justice, strong institutions, and global partnerships. Through our research endeavours, we strive to 
make a significant contribution to addressing the pressing challenges of our time.​

Research at MAHE Bengaluru Campus​

Our university campus is blessed with architectural marvels that serve as both academic and administrative hubs. These 
structures, gracefully dispersed across 13,71,170 square feet of space, can comfortably accommodate up to 15,000 to 18000 
students. While four academic blocks are fully operational, the campus is abuzz with construction activity as we expand our 
capacity with Academic Block 1 and Academic Block 6.​
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Our state-of-the-art laboratories, meticulously designed for health sciences, basic sciences, software, and technology, 
stand as beacons of innovation. These world-class facilities are equipped with cutting-edge equipment and technology, 
providing our researchers with the ideal environment to conduct ground breaking studies. ​

By leveraging the advanced laboratories, we aim to achieve transformative breakthroughs in the fields of medicine 
and technology. Our focus areas include but are not limited to Health Science, Biotechnology, Software Development, 
and Materials Science.​

Research and Innovation MAHE Bengaluru​
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Our hostel facilities, spread across four 
sprawling blocks totalling 10,76,872 square 
feet, can comfortably accommodate 5,622 
students. These well-appointed hostels 
are more than just places to sleep; they are 
homes away from home, fostering a sense 
of community and belonging among our 
student body.​

One of the largest and best-equipped sports 
centres in the country, aimed at ensuring that 
the six long months of monsoon in the region 
do not disrupt the fitness regimen of students 
and staff.​

Our central facilities, spread across a vast 
area of 1,257,526 square feet, provide a 
comprehensive range of amenities and services 
to cater to the needs of both students and 
faculty. To complement our academic offerings, 
we have a wide range of central facilities. From 
an indoor sports complex, a modern library 
which is under construction, auditoriums, 
amphitheatre to food courts, MAHE Bengaluru 
offers an all-rounded experience.​

MAHE Bengaluru - Hostel Blocks​

Central Facilities​

MARENA​
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Our campus hosts many venues for 
cultural and academic events, including the 
auditorium in AB 4 Block, the Dr. Ramadas 
Pai Convention Hall, and a picturesque 
amphitheatre. To satisfy our diverse culinary 
tastes, we offer the MARENA Food Court and 
the main food court. Our library, a treasure 
trove of knowledge, is stocked with a vast and 
invaluable collection of books, magazines, 
journals, and electronic resources from 
around the world​

 Central Facilities

Here is a quick glimpse into the vibrant 
cultural events at MAHE Bengaluru. From 
energetic Dandiya Nights and traditional Onam 
celebrations to lively DJ Nights and the annual 
cultural fests, these events bring students 
together, fostering unity and celebrating 
diversity on campus.​

Cultural Events at MAHE Bengaluru​

At MAHE Bengaluru, we place a strong 
emphasis on physical well-being. Our indoor 
& outdoor sports facilities include a cricket 
ground, football and basketball courts, 
tennis courts, and more. These spaces 
encourage students to stay active, participate 
in team sports, and balance their academic 
responsibilities with physical fitness.​

Outdoor Sports & Games Facilities​
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Dr. Ranjan R Pai, President, MAHE Trust and 
Chairman, Manipal Education and Medical 
Group (MEMG), is at the forefront of Manipal 
Group’s initiatives in education, healthcare, and 
research. With a commitment to advancing 
the legacy of over seven decades, Dr. Pai has 
driven the sustained expansion of MAHE, both 
nationally and internationally. His visionary 
leadership is integral to our ongoing journey 
towards excellence.​

MAHE’s plan for the future includes massive 
expansion of both facilities and courses 
available. From a quantum computing facility 
to a 6G test bed, expansion of the business 
incubator to the introduction of pathway 
programs and dual degree programs.

Plan for the Future

Taking The Legacy Forward​

Thank You​

As I conclude, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the graduating students on their remarkable achievements. 
I also express my sincere gratitude to the parents for placing their trust in MAHE.​
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INTRODUCTION OF 
THE CHIEF GUEST

Dr. Iven Jose 
Director, MIT B’LRU

Honorable dignitaries, esteemed colleagues, 
distinguished guests, faculty members, parents 
and dear students, it’s my privilege and honor to 
introduce our chief guest for today, a visionary 
leader who has been redefining the future of 
workplace in India and beyond, Ms. Rajkamal 
Vempati, Group Executive and Head of Human 
Resource at Axis Bank.

Ms. Rajkamal Vempati serves as a member 
of the Management Committee and is widely 
recognized for championing a human-first 
workplace culture, fostering diversity, equity, 
inclusion and career experience that enables 
individuals to truly strive. Under her leadership, 
Axis Bank has earned notable recognition 
as an employer of choice, particularly for its 
forward-thinking initiatives, including the widely 
acclaimed Giga Opportunities Program. She 
also serves as a co-chairperson of the FICCI HR 
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Committee, shaping futuristic talent strategies 
at the national level.

Academically, Ms. Rajkamal Vempati is an 
alumna of Himachal Pradesh University and 
holds an MBA from the XLRI Jamshedpur, 
where she has been honored with the 
prestigious Distinguished Alumnus Award. She 
has also been conferred as Honorary Doctor 
of Philosophy, Honoraris Causa by the Manav 
Rachna International Institute of Research 
and Studies, a testament to her extraordinary 
impact on the industry. Her rich professional 
journey includes dynamic leadership roles at 
ICICI Lombard, ICICI Prudential Life Insurance 
and experiences with globally admired 
institutions such as Hewitt Associates and GEC 
Capital, which truly sets her apart in not just her 
excellence in boardroom but her empathy and 
commitment to enabling others.

Having personally navigated career breaks 
and comeback journeys while balancing family 
life, she remains deeply passionate about 
mentoring and empowering women to advance 
and achieve in their careers they choose. 
Outside the world of business and talent 
transformation, she loves to travel, meticulously 
planning holidays and itineraries for family and 
friends. Ladies and gentlemen, please join me 
in extending a warm welcome to an inspiring 
leader, a champion of inclusion and a role model 
for many, Ms. Rajkamal Vempati.

We’re truly honored to have you with us today.
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ADDRESS BY THE 
CHIEF GUEST

Ms. Rajkamal Vempati
Group Executive & Head of Human Resources, 
Axis Bank

Good afternoon. You know, whenever you feel 
a little lost in life and you want to truly learn 
about yourself, this is another way to discover, 
you know, embarrassment is not the word that 
I would say, but yeah, truly. Thank you Dr. Balal, 
Pro-Chancellor, and Lieutenant-General Dr. 
Venkatesha, Vice-Chancellor for giving me 
this opportunity to be here and inviting me to 
celebrate this day with you all.

Thank you all, as well as for the warm welcome 
to all the dignitaries on stage, the Pro-
Vice-Chancellors, the faculty, the research 
guides, and everyone, each one of you who 
painstakingly has made this day possible. And 
let me tell you, how inspired am I to see all of 
you nurture this great institute of eminence 
with such care and values. You know, truly, truly, 
please join me in giving a big round of applause 
to all of them.
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Being in corporate, we know that number 
one ranking is not an easy one to achieve, but 
especially it’s not easy to see from, you know, an 
institute which has been nurtured over decades, 
years, and it’s been only possible because you’ve 
nurtured it with discipline, humility, and collective 
effort with great values. Thank you. Thank you for 
giving our country such a great institution.

Dr. Madhu, I’ll not spare you, and Dr. Ivan as well, 
thank you for also being the Chief Hype Officers in 
addition to your usual job. I hope I’ll live up to your 
glowing introductions. When the invitation came, 
I truly paused when Amrish here told me, will you 
join us, I paused.

Honored of course as I was, but also a little unsure 
because, you know, like lifetime achievement, 
achievement awards, all these Chief Guest 
Convocation speakers are those who have 
things figured out, and I really can’t claim to have 
figured it out all because, you know, I still am on 
that journey. But what I can say is I have a solid 
collection of mistakes, lessons, lots of battle scars. I 
know what it feels like to begin again in a career, to 
take a step, fall back, get back up, and learn along 
the way.

And maybe that’s exactly why I thought I should be 
here because not knowing everything is not a flaw, 
it’s a starting point. Looking around, you can feel 
the energy, even though there are some people 
who are just itching to get their awards, just be 
patient. You really can feel the energy for students, 
obviously it’s excitement and relief, and now that 
the little voice asking so what now, you may have 
planned your next career, next master’s, next, next 
something, but it’s really about what now and you 
can’t wait to grab it with excitement.

For families, it’s joy, truly joyous, perhaps with 
the hope that some of their children might now 
start waking up at a reasonable hour, post the 
graduation, I hope. And for a few of my dear 
friends who are here amongst as parents, I didn’t 
realize they just messaged me, especially one 
friend, let me say this, I had the privilege of being 
there with you the day your daughter was born, 
and it truly is special that I’m here sharing the day 
with you as she graduates. And for people like me, 
at home, you know, as a parent, since my child or 
daughter never listens to me, refuses to take any 
of my life lessons, I’ve realized, as I said earlier, the 
only way to share this wisdom that Dr. Madhu and 
Jose talked about is to find captive students like 
today, and here I am.

Even though, as I said earlier, you are itching to 
get your degrees, but just wait. Let’s also check 
out the room, you know, 750 of you, and what 
I’m really inspired is the fact that there’s a perfect 
50-50 gender balance, something many, many 

boardrooms or even parliaments of countries 
aspire to, and that’s something, I think it’s 
incredible, and that’s an achievement. And from 
every corner of learning, engineering, art, design, 
law, humanities, management, you heard it.

This is not just a graduating batch, I think it’s 
just a full picture of India’s future in just one hall, 
and I think many halls in terms of the number of 
convocations that the institute has done. Since I’ve 
been asked to share some of the life lessons, I’ll 
share the first one. As I graduated out, I got into my 
job, I gave a presentation I thought was fantastic, 
you know, replete with all the jargon that I had, lots 
of charts, lots of tabs.

I went in fully confident for the first time, you know, 
lots of preparation went into it. After I finished, the 
leader who was looking at it, and he just paused 
and looked at me, he said, you’re too defensive, 
Raj, four words, not even a full sentence, you know, 
I thought I deserved a little bit more. I went home 
really irritated, and I said, maybe the tone, the 
timing, he doesn’t sponsor me, something’s off, 
et cetera, and I blamed everything, including the 
lighting.

If I had, I would have blamed the chair also. But 
slowly that line became my turning point. It taught 
me something no course teaches.

Real learning needs friction, and there is bound to 
be friction. When things are too smooth, nothing 
changes. So feedback is uncomfortable, but it’s 
also a mirror.

So day one of any job, day one of any studies, 
day one particularly of anything is easy. You’re 
enthusiastic, motivated, but it’s day 237, day 
340, day 1040 is what reveals who you are. And 
when excitement wears off, when the work is 
routine, when stamina matters more than just raw 
intelligence, that’s when maturity grows.

So save that stamina, have the resilience. Dr. Jose 
talked about it. I changed my career.

Not only did I take a break, but I changed 
disciplines twice in my life. And one of the things 
I must share is in Excel, one of the least favored 
industries I was looking for was banking, and here I 
am. I didn’t favor it.

So one thing life has taught me, it’s not a straight 
line. It has loops, pauses, breaks, and some turns 
somehow turn out to be exactly the right ones. So 
if you’re thinking that, you know, sitting here after 
graduation, you know, I don’t know what will I do, I 
haven’t figured out things, please know that puts 
you right on track.
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Careers are really made by movement, one step 
at a time. And if you are confused, it’s okay, that is 
growth. The other thing I will share, and I’m sure 
people would have shared earlier as well, but give 
me the opportunity to share.

As you build your career as well, one other 
decision is fairly critical in your life, choosing your 
partner. Choose your partner wisely, not for their 
resumes or degrees, but for their steadiness, 
their humor, their willingness to grow with you. 
The path to happiness, in fact, this is one of the 
single biggest decisions of your life. The path to 
happiness is not just about work, it’s about the 
kind of partner who walks with you, alongside you 
when the work gets tough.

The person is not just nice to have, it’s a serious 
competitive advantage in life, and choosing well 
will matter more than you realize today. Whatever 
you have studied, the world outside won’t behave 
exactly like your textbooks. Nobody hands you a 
neatly labeled career path, those days are gone.

In fact, most of the organizations don’t even know 
what a career path will look like three years later. 
Opportunities won’t have a user manual, nobody 
is doing extra tutorials or tuition classes, and your 
first boss may contradict your textbook within 
a week, be prepared. But I think Mahe, as Vice-
Chancellor was talking about it, has prepared you 
in ways that actually matter.

How to think when you don’t know, how to work 
with people who confuse you, and I’m sure you 
would have had experiences. How to disagree 
without drama, how to stay steady when plans 
dissolve and things go kaput. All these skills will 
last longer than any, any other formula.

Since we are talking about 2025, we are getting 
into a world which is getting shaped by AI, and I’m 
sure you would have done your homework with 
AI, Chad Jipiti must be your special friend. A world 
where machines can summarize better, calculate 
faster and everything, they even write better than 
you. You may wonder what it will mean for all of us.

I genuinely think that machines and, you know, 
no amount of artificial intelligence can sense 
hesitation. They can’t read the room, they can’t ask 
the question why, they can’t make the judgment 
calls, which is where the human moment comes 
in. Machines learn from data, human beings 
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PRESENTATION
OF MEMENTO
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FACTS AND FIGURES
ABOUT GRADUATES
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CONFERRING
THE DEGREE

Dr H S Ballal, Pro Chancellor, MAHE

I, Dr H S Ballal, Pro Chancellor, by virtue
of the powers vested in me by the Board
of Trustees of Manipal Academy of
Higher Education, admit these candidates
to the rank, privileges and responsibilities
of the degrees severally set out and confer
the said degrees on them.
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ADMINISTRATION 
OF OATH

“As a graduating student at MAHE,
I shall follow the code of Scientific
professional ethics,
Maintain integrity in research
Uphold the course of science
Respect the dignity of the human being
Endeavour to be objective in my
judgement and Strive for the  
enrichment of human
values and thoughts”.

Dr. P. Giridhar Kini, Registrar, MAHE
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Students taking the oath



34

AWARD TO
GOLD MEDALIST

Chief Guest Ms. Rajkamal Vempati presenting the award to 
Gold Medallist Chattopadhyay Rianna Rajat, B.Des., Srishti 
Manipal Institute of Art, Design and Technology

Chief Guest Ms. Rajkamal Vempati presenting the award to-
Gold Medallist Mohnishraja K, LL.M., Manipal Law School 



35

SUCCESSFUL PHD SCHOLARS 
FOR THE YEAR 2025
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SUCCESSFUL UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENTS FOR THE YEAR 2025
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SUCCESSFUL POSTGRADUATE 
STUDENTS FOR THE YEAR 2025
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VOTE OF
THANKS

Dr. Raghavendra Prabhu 
Additional Registrar & Director of Administration, 
MAHE B’LRU

Thank you, Dr Himabindu.

Respected Chief Guest of the day, Ms. Rajkamal 
Vempati, Group Executive & Head Human 
Resources Axis Bank, Distinguished Dignitaries 
on and off the dais, Ladies and Gentlemen, It is 
my honour and privilege to propose the Vote 
of Thanks on this momentous occasion of the 
33rd Convocation Ceremony of MAHE, held 
here at our vibrant MAHE Bengaluru Campus.

To our Chief Guest Ms. Rajkamal Vempati: 
Madam, your inspiring words have added 
immense value to our 33rd Convocation of 
MAHE. Thank you for gracing the occasion and 
for awarding the Dr. T M A Pai Gold Medal to the 
best outgoing students.

At the outset, I would like to place on record our 
heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed Chief Guest, 
Ms. Rajkamal Vempati, Group Executive & Head 
Human Resources Axis Bank, for gracing the 
33rd Convocation Ceremony with her valuable 
presence. Although she had to leave early 
due to a prior engagement, we remain deeply 
honoured by the time she spent with us and the 
inspiring address she delivered. Her words of 
encouragement and insight have truly added 
significance to this special occasion, and we are 
grateful for her support and goodwill towards 
MAHE. 
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Our inspiration, Dr. Ramdas M Pai, Chancellor, 
MAHE and our pillar of strength, Mrs. Vasanti R. 
Pai, Trustee, MAHE Trust, thank them for their 
unstinted support and guidance in all university 
activities. 

Our guiding light, Dr. Ranjan R. Pai, President 
MAHE Trust and Chairman, MEMG Bengaluru; 
Sir, thank you for all the directions given towards 
the success of the university & its constituent 
units. 

Our Pro Chancellor, Dr. H S Ballal; Sir, thank you 
for your untiring efforts in the progress of our 
university and for awarding the degrees to the 
graduates. 

Our leader, Vice Chancellor Lt. Gen. (Dr.) M D 
Venkatesh; Sir, you have always stood by us, 
guided us and have always inspired us to do 
our best. Thank you for your leadership, for 
presenting the progress of MAHE to this august 
audience and for awarding the degrees to the 
graduates.

We thank our Senior Leadership, 

•  Dr. Madhu Veeraraghavan, Pro Vice 
Chancellor, Management, Law, Humanities & 
Social Sciences & MAHE Bengaluru Campus 
for the welcome address

•  Dr. Dilip G Naik, Pro Vice Chancellor, 
Mangalore Campus; Dr. Sharath Kumar Rao, 
Pro Vice Chancellor, Health Sciences and 
Dr. Narayana Sabhahit, Pro Vice Chancellor, 
Technology & Science for their support, 
encouragement and for awarding the degrees 
to the graduates.

•  Dr. Anand Venugopal, Chief Operating Officer, 
MAHE and Dr. Vinod V Thomas, Registrar 
Evaluation for extending all the necessary 
support for smooth conduct of the event.

•  Dr. Giridhar P Kini, Registrar for presenting the 
facts and figures about the graduates of MAHE 
and for administering the oath to the graduates.

Special Thanks to;

•  Dr. Geeta Maiya, Director Student Affairs, for 
presenting the Gold Medal awardees

•  Dr. Vasudha Devi, Deputy Director, Centre 
for Doctoral Studies, for presenting the Ph.D. 
Scholars

•  Dr. Iven Jose, Director, Manipal Institute of 
Technology, Bengaluru, for introducing our 
Chief Guest. 

Dear Graduates, it’s your day and we are sure 
that you have a feeling of fulfilment as you 
celebrate this significant milestone in your life. 
Your parents, well-wishers, friends & faculty 
have supported you & guided you, to realize this 
day. 

Dear Parents, Guardians & Well-wishers, thank 
you for your trust in Brand Manipal, 

It is our honor & privilege to entrust your wards 
back to you today, fully confident that they will 

•  convert challenges into opportunities, 

•  create a positive impact for our society

• be ambassadors for Manipal & Bharat, and

•  most importantly, Be Inspired for LIFE

Let us all bless them to become leaders in their 
field of work

We express our gratitude to all our:

•  Regulatory bodies 

•  Members of MAHE Trust, Board of 
Management, Finance Committee, Academic 
Council, Board of Studies, Board of Examiners 

•  Officials from Manipal Group of Institutions, 
Associated Hospitals and Organizations both 
from India and abroad, 

for their support in the university activities and 
for their presence today.

We wish to place on record our sincere thanks 
to all our Heads of Institutions, University 
Teaching Departments, University Functional 
Heads & Officials, Faculty, Non-teaching & 
Supporting staff and our logistics partners, for 
your support and adding immense value to this 
event.

All the members of Press & Electronic Media 
richly deserve our grateful thanks for their 
presence and continued support.

Special thanks to our Master of Ceremony, Dr. 
Himabindu, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Liberal Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
for conducting today’s convocation with grace, 
clarity, and perfect coordination. 

We appreciate all our invited guests, who have 
joined us physically and online. Thank you for 
giving us your time.

Our heartfelt gratitude to Team MAHE who 
have worked hard to ensure that this occasion 
becomes a resounding success and a 
memorable one for the graduates & their family.

  Before we conclude, I would like to invite all the 
graduates to kindly rise from your seats. Please 
turn towards your parents and family members 
and give them a heartfelt round of applause in 
gratitude for their love, guidance, and support 
throughout your journey.

Once again, congratulations to all the graduates. 
Thank you and your families for your presence 
in large numbers.
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MOMENTS FROM
2025 CONVOCATION

MASTER OF
CEREMONY

Dr. Himabindu Chintakunta 
Assistant Professor, DLHS B’LRU
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“Educated and enlightened children are an asset 
not only to the family but to the whole nation”
Dr TMA Pai




